
 

Why do You love Elections ? “Quotes” from Election people all over the US. 
 

I love elections because they have something for everyone: 

• Like people? Elections are an intensely human activity, requiring people to work together despite the fact that politics often                                                                     
divides them. 

• Love process? Elections are ALL ABOUT process – laws, regulations, rules, procedures – a Type A’s dream. 
• Love technology? Elections give you a chance to work and play with all kinds of technology – whether made with bits of       

information or bits of plastic and metal. 
• Love design? There is no shortage of things and places to imagine, re-imagine and layout – ballots, brochures, polling places, etc. 
• Love government? Election administration is a huge public service challenge (dwindling budgets, uncertain legal environment, 

etc.) – but Election Day still has to happen. 

• Love America? Love democracy? This is how we do it – resolving our biggest (and smallest) questions with ballots, not bullets. 

• But most of all, I love the people who “do” elections because they love it.                                                                                                   

Doug Chapin, director, Program for Excellence in Election Administration, Humphrey School of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota. 

 

I love elections for the following reasons (in roughly this order): (1) They provide an opportunity for regular people to engage with 

their government and to make a difference in the world.  (2) Despite the challenges (or perhaps, because of the challenges), the non-

professional poll workers who staff the polls represent one of the great expressions of civic engagement in America and a respite 

from cynicism.  (3) The data generated by elections keeps me busy trying to figure out what Americans are thinking. —                                       

Charles Stewart III, Kenan Sahin Distinguished Professor of Political Science, The Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

 

I love elections because.....as Californians, voters in my state hold enormous power to make public policy and change society 

through our initiative process. Love it or hate it, there is no doubt that the initiative process can be a powerful tool for change.                               

Kim Alexander, president and founder The California Voter Foundation. 

 

 

http://blog.lib.umn.edu/cspg/electionacademy/
http://web.mit.edu/polisci/people/faculty/charles-stewart.html
http://www.calvoter.org/index.html


 

I love that elections empower us and give voice to our aspirations for our communities, our state and our country. Elections inspire 

conversation and collective decisions. Elections really are a great equalizer – Bill Gates’ vote is worth no more than a factory worker or 

waitress. We owe it to all of them, each of them, to have elections that are transparent and accurate and fair – and fun! —                     

Kim Wyman, Washington Secretary of State. 

 

When we think of love, we think of passion. It is passion that describes my drive to support the enfranchisement of U.S. voters across 

all continents - those who cannot make it to the polls, and need an absentee ballot to voice their vote. As with true love, the passion 

only grows as I get to know the greater community of people who work together to make elections happen. Supporting voters to 

engage and participate is the most rewarding work I have ever done. Like love, it's sometimes unpredictable, but remains passionate. 

— Susan Dzieduszycka-Suinat, president & CEO U.S. and Overseas Vote Foundation. 

 

I work in elections to ensure that they continue to offer the best opportunity for the voice of the people to be heard in American 

government. — David C. Kimball, professor and graduate director, University of Missouri-St. Louis. 

 

I love working with election people because election administrators get stuff done.  Maybe it’s the type of work, or the type of worker, 

but deadlines are real in elections and are always hit.  The ability to execute a plan is the most coveted of business competencies, and 

that competency is in abundance in the election community.  You never bump into an election administrator who is a slacker.  You just 

don’t.  — Brian D. Newby, CERA, election commissioner, Johnson County, Kansas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sos.wa.gov/
https://www.overseasvotefoundation.org/vote/home.htm
http://www.umsl.edu/~kimballd/
http://electiondiary-briandnewby.blogspot.com/


I love administering elections. The elections bug bit me in 1995 and it's been in my blood ever since. I love the cyclical nature of our 

work. I love the goose bumps I get on election eve. I love the professional staff that dedicate countless hours to our elections process. 

But most of all I love working hard to ensure our elections are accurate, transparent, and accessible to all. I've got the best gig in the 

world! — Lori Augino, Washington Director of Elections. 

 

My "elections love story" is like any good love story - early attraction, a getting-to-know-you phase and eventually falling more deeply 

in love over time. And like so many election love stories, it was the 2000 presidential election that brought us together. —                       

Alysoun McLaughlin, deputy director, Montgomery County, Md. board of elections. 

 

And last, but most certainly not ever least, an elections haiku! 

 

I’ve heard it be said 

That one size does not fit all… 

"I voted" sticker? —                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Tammy Patrick, federal compliance officer, Maricopa County, Ariz. elections. 

 

Voting & Elections have been my life for 30 plus years…. People say it is a Right or a privilege.                                                                   

Although all people feel one way or the other –                                                                                                                                                                               

I feel it is everyone’s born responsibility to be able to have their voice and opinion heard.                                                                                                       

Judith Beaudreau, CERA, Elections Administrator, Vernon, CT 

 

 

http://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Elections/index2.html
https://recorder.maricopa.gov/web/elections.aspx

